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Chania is the site of the Minoan settlement the 
Greeks called Kydonia, the source of the word 

quince. It appears on Linear B as ku-do-ni-ja. The 
city reemerged after the end of the Minoan 
period as an important city-state in Classical 
Greece, one whose domain extended from 

Chania Bay to the feet of the White Mountains. 

 

The early Christian period under Byzantine rule (First 
Byzantine Period, 395–824 AD) and the rule of the 

Arabs, who called the settlement Al Hanim ("the Inn"), 
are not well documented. Under the Arabs, the 

Christian population was persecuted and moved to 
the mountains. The Byzantine Empire retook the city 

in 961 AD (Second Byzantine Period, until 1204 AD). In 
this period the Arabic name of the city was changed 

into Greek Chania. 

 

The Venetian rule was initially strict and oppressive but 
slowly the relations between the two parts improved. 
Contact with Venice led to close intertwining of Cretan 
and Venetian cultures, without, however, the Cretans 
losing their Greek Orthodox nature. The city's name 

became La Canea and its fortifications were 
strengthened, giving Chania the form that it still has 

today. On the other hand, after the fall of 
Constantinople in 1453, many priests, monks and artists 

took refuge in Crete and reinforced the Byzantine 
religion and culture on the island. The city of Chania 

during the period that followed was a blend of 
Byzantine, Venetian, and Classical Greek cultural 

elements. 
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During the opening months of the Cretan War (1645–1669) the 
city's walls did not prevent an Ottoman army from capturing it from 

the Venetians after a two-month siege. They built new mosques 
such as the Küçük Hasan Pasha Mosque or Yali Mosque on the 

harbour. Public baths (hamam), and fountains were a feature of the 
Ottoman city. The pasha of Crete resided in Chania. Due to the 

island's mixture of Muslim and Christian residents, Crete was the 
subject of international debate between the European great 

powers, most notably at the Treaty of Berlin (1878) which resulted 
in the Pact of Halepa. During the 19th and early 20th century inter-
ethnic violence on Crete eventually led to the mass migration of the 
island's local Muslim population to other Mediterranean islands or 

coastal cities. Mass conversions also occurred. The population 
exchange between Greece and Turkey in 1922 resulted in the 

deportation of the island's last Muslim residents. 

 

In 1898, during the final moves towards independence and enosis—union with 
Greece—the Great Powers made Chania the capital of the semi-autonomous 

Cretan State ("Kritiki Politeia"), with Prince George of Greece, the High 
Commissioner of Crete living here. During these years Crete issued its own stamps 

and money. This was a very important transitional period when, no longer an 
isolated vilayet of the Ottoman Empire, the city became more cosmopolitan and 

flourishing, regaining its role as the crossroad of civilizations, influenced by 
Europe as well as by the East. Many important buildings were built during this 

era, intellectual and artistic societies were created and a new class of local 
aristocracy brought a different atmosphere to the everyday life of the 

town.However the main goal was enosis with Greece which came after 
Eleftherios Venizelos's constant opposition to Prince George's rule over Crete. His 

later election as the prime minister of Greece (1910) eventually led to Crete's 
union with Greece on 1 December 1913, following the Balkan Wars. The Greek 

flag was raised for the first time at Fort Firka in the Old Harbour in the presence 
of Venizelos and King Constantine. 
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Another important period for the city of Chania was the 
invasion and occupation by German forces during World 

War II. The British force that faced the German 
paratroopers during the Battle Of Crete in 1941, had 

artillery elements over the hill of Dexameni in the south 
of the city. Part of the city was bombed and a significant 
proportion of the area's population was either executed 

or imprisoned due to participation in the resistance 
against the German rule. The Jewish community of 

Chania was also eliminated during the German 
occupation. Most of them were transported off the island 
by the Nazi occupiers in 1944. Tragically, a British torpedo 

sank the ship Tanais, which was carrying most of the 
Jewish prisoners. 

 

The city of Chania slowly regained its normal pace of 
development during the 1950s, trying to overcome the 
difficulties that the war had left in its aftermath. During 
the 1970s, Crete became a major tourist destination for 
Greek and international tourists, something that gave a 
significant boost to the city's economy and affected the 
everyday life and the overall culture of the locals. The 

capital of Crete was moved to Heraklion in 1971. 
Since the 1990s the city of Chania has entered a new era, 
mainly due to construction and infrastructure such as a 

new airport, port and educational facilities, and it is 
considered a prominent tourist resort in the 

Mediterranean Sea. 

 


